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'The constitution 
commits éirígí to 
'effect a British 
withdrawal from the 
occupied six counties' 
and to 'establish a 
thirty-two county Irish 
Socialist Republic 
based upon the 
principles of 
sovereignty, 
democracy, liberty, 
justice, equality, 
community and 
international solidarity'.

During the course of last month éirígí became 
Ireland's newest political party.  
The historic decision to move from being a 
'campaigns group' to a 'political party' was taken 
at the inaugural éirígí Ard Fheis in Dublin on May 12 .
The motion formalising the next step in éirígí's 
development received unanimous support from 
members from across the country.

This remains the case according to éirígí chairperson 
Brian Leeson 'When éirígí was formed we did so with 
a very small number of activists who were based 
exclusively in Dublin. Twelve months on we have 
members across the country. The resources available 
to us now, in terms of both people and finance, are 
dramatically greater then what they were then. It is 
from this position of relative strength that we have 
taken the decision to become a political party.'
   

When éirígí was launched, in April 2006, as a 'Dublin 
based socialist republican campaigns group' 
it stated that "a Democratic Socialist Republic can 
only be established and sustained through the 
collective action of a progressive social movement 
incorporating local communities, organised labour, 
cultural organisations, campaigns groups, 
political parties etc."

éirígí also adopted a written constitution on the day, 
marking another important stage in the development 
of the organisation.  The new constitution reflects 
éirígí's socialist republican philosophy committing the 
organisation to 'effect a British withdrawal from the 
occupied six counties' and to 'establish a thirty-two 
county Irish Socialist Republic based upon the 
principles of sovereignty, democracy, liberty, justice, 
equality, community and international solidarity.'

Speaker after speaker supported the motion, while
emphasising the need for éirígí to organise itself as a 
truly revolutionary political party if it is to achieve its 
objectives and avoid the pitfalls of 'establishment' 
politics.

In fact we believe that as a 
political party we will be better 
positioned to organise bigger 
and more effective campaigns.'
 

In conclusion Brian outlined what 
the priorities for éirígí will be over 
the next twelve months 'Following 
the success of the Ard Fheis the 
task ahead of us is very clear.  
We must set about organising 
éirígí as a revolutionary political 
party and do so in a manner that 
allows the largest possible 
amount of people to become 
active in political struggle.'
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Restating éirígí's commitment to political campaigns
Brian continued 'In becoming a political party we are
not,in any way, reducing our commitment to 
campaigns.  
  

A section of the crowd at the 
1st annual éirígí  James Connolly 
commemoration



....eirigi take 
       the lead

The battle for 

Irelands natural resources

éirígí's campaign to defend Ireland''s campaign to defend Ireland's natural resources 
has seen protest action across the country 
- from participation in occupati- from participation in occupations of the Bellenaboy 
terminal in Co. Mayo to blockades terminal in Co. Mayo to blockades of Shell HQ in Dublin 
and pickets of Bertie Aherns constitand pickets of Bertie Aherns constituency office.

legal complaint  in relation to the éirígí website. 
The complaint alleges that a mock-up of a BGE invoice 
displayed on the site infringes upon BGE’s ‘intellectual property’ 
the contents of the website is ‘defamatory’. 
The ‘legal complaint’, received éirígí in mid April, ‘requires’ the 
removal of the alleged infringement and threatens that failure 
to do so may result in further legal action including liability for 
‘substantial damages’ and other non-specified ‘sanctions’.
The same solicitors have also written to ‘Hosting 365’, 
the web hosting company used by the éirígí website, once 
again threatening further legal action if the Bord Gáis 
mock-up invoice is not removed from the site. 
The controversial image is an electronic version of an éirígí 
information leaflet focused on the giveaway of Ireland’s oil 
and gas reserves. To date close to 50,000 of these leaflets 
have been distributed to homes across Ireland.
 

 ‘Following discussions with our legal advisors and our web 
hosting company we have decided to alter the image which has 
caused Bord Gáis such concern. We reluctantly took this decision 
as soon as it became apparent that the legal advice received by 
our web hosting company was such that our entire website was 
likely to be shut down if we did not agree to alter the image. 
Unfortunately for Bord Gáis and the Dublin government this 
measure will not silence those of us who want to see an end to 
the Great Gas Giveaway, in fact it will simply encourage us to 
re-double our efforts.’

heats up.....

Speaking in relation to the legal moves by Bord Gáis éirígí 
chairperson Brian Leeson said 

Bord Gáis threaten to 
close éirígí website 

‘It is quite obvious that Bord Gáis, and their political masters 
in Leinster House, don’t want anyone highlighting how billions 
of euros worth of Irish gas have been literally given away to 
the private energy companies. This giveaway will leave Ireland 
at the mercy of the international energy markets which will 
inevitably lead to higher energy bills for hundreds of thousands 
of already hard-pressed families across Ireland.’
 

control of 



éiríg í commemorate 1916 commemorate 1916 commemorate 1916í
éirígí held two ceremonies to 
commemorate the 1916 rising during the 
month of April. 
Separate wreath laying events were held 
in The Loop, Co. Derry and in Glasnevin 
cemetery in Dublin. 
Speaking in Dublin éirígí chairperson 
Brian Leeson commented 'For Irish Republicans 
all across the country, and beyond, Easter is a all across the country, and beyond, Easter is a 
time of remembrance, when we ackntime of remembrance, when we acknowledge the 
sacrifices of all of those who have died in the fight sacrifices of all of those who have died in the fight 
for Irish freedom. 
This year is the first year that éirígí has held Easter 
commemorations, marking another micommemorations, marking another mi
growth as an organisation.'
Brian continued 'The corporate meBrian continued 'The corporate media and 
the political establishment would have us the political establishment would have us 
believe that the so called 'Irish question' believe that the so called 'Irish question' 
has been answered and that Britaihas been answered and that Britain's role 
in Ireland is now that of the honein Ireland is now that of the honest broker 
trying to settle a feud between two tritrying to settle a feud between two tribes of backward natives. 
Republicans know this to be a falRepublicans know this to be a fallacy. Britain's role in Ireland today is 
the same as it was in 1798, 1916, 1969 or 1981 - that of an imperialist 
occupier. The challenge now, for reoccupier. The challenge now, for republicans, is it to expose the lie of  

May 
Day 07

"Cuba Transition Coordinator", 
Caleb McCarry, from speaking at the 
School of Politics, UCD, Dublin recently. 
McCarry's role is the undermining and 
removal of the Cuban Government anremoval of the Cuban Government and 

US officials anti-Cuban  tirade 
disrupted and abandoned

Britain's role in Ireland 
today is the same as it was 
in 1798, 1916, 1969 or 1981 
- that of an imperialist occupier.

éirígí members attend the annual
May day march in Dublin

Protestors disrupt 
anti-Cuban speech

éirígí commemorating 1916



Upcoming Upcoming 
events

The coming June 
Bank Holiday 
weekend sees 
the annual 
Rossport 
solidarity camp  
festival of 
resistance to Shell. 
Come and celebrate all the successes of 
the Shell to Sea campaign.

Ros sport Solidarity Camp 
3rd Summer Gathering - 
Jun e bank holiday weekend 2007

éirígí organise in Derry
éirígí's 'Reclaim the Republic' campaign reached 
Derry on Friday, the 30th of March, with copies of the 
1916 Proclamation of The Irish Republic being 
distributed to homes in both Bellaghy and Maghera.  
A group of local éirígí activists and supporters were 
joined by comrades from Dublin and Belfast marking 
the first distribution of éirígí material in the occupied 
six counties.
Copies of the Proclamation and an accompanying 
éirígí leaflet were delivered, to five hundred ho leaflet were delivered, to five hundred homes 
during the course of the evening.  
Speaking in Bellaghy é
noted 'I, like many othe
have been watching what 
éirígí has been doing over 
the course of the last year
or so and have become increasingly i
the type of politics and activism that 
From 'Reclaim the Republic' to the campaign for the From 'Reclaim the Republic' to the campaign for the 
nationalisation of Ireland's natural resources éirígí 
are getting it right on both the national question and 
on socio-economic issues.  
For my part éirígí represents the best political vehicle 
for those who wish to see a British withdrawal from 
Ireland and real change in the way wealth and power 
are distributed in Ireland.'

éirígí are getting 
it right on the 
national question
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JOIN

If you are interested in applying to 
become a member of éirígí please 
complete this form and post to 
PO Box 10769, Dublin 6.
Alternatively please e-mail 
members@eirigi.org.
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40 years of occupation - 
The Irish Palestine Solidarity Committee 
are organising a 
rally to mark the 
40th anniversary 
of the Israeli 
invasion of the 
West Bank and 
Gaza Strip.
The rally will take 
place on Saturday
9th June, 2pm, 
Central Bank, Dublin. 

Three éirígí anti-war protestors were 
arrested outside Stormont on Tuesday 
8 May during a 
protest against 
the visit 
of war criminal 
Tony Blair. 
There will be a 
fundraising 
function featuring 
top class 
musicians and 
veteran civil rights 
campaigner Bernadette McAliskey as 
guest speaker to address the audience.
Roddy McCorley Social ClubGlen Road, 
Belfast, 8pm-late

Jus tice for anti-war activists


